Grading System for Beginning Orchestra members
The following is an explanation of the orchestra grading system. There are three major categories:

A. MAJOR PERFORMANCES – 15% - considered 6 weeks grade
B. PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION – 40% of grade

C. PLAYING AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS – 45% of grade
A. Major Performances:


1. Major performance attendance is taken into account because performing is the culmination of the work completed during the grading period. Performances which are missed cannot be made up. Once that performance is missed, it is missed forever. An updated calendar of performances and/or events for the entire year is included in this handbook.


2. If a conflict other than illness or extreme emergency occurs, notification and a request for permission to miss the event must be submitted in writing by the parents/guardian to the director at least one week in advance of the scheduled performance (to be approved).  Students who are absent because of illness or emergency should make every attempt to notify the director prior to the performance.

B. Preparation and Participation:


1. Students are strongly encouraged to practice 30 minutes or more per day.

2. Students must participate in class every day. To do this, the student must have their instrument (in proper playing condition) as well as their bow, rosin, music folder and pencil. The student must be actively participating in proper playing position and giving their best effort in sound, tone production and accuracy. 5 points deducted 
C. Playing and written assignments:

1. As with other performing electives, students must learn to perform in front of each other. During performance assessment, each student will perform the assignment at his/her seat. While a student is testing, the remainder of the class will continue to be quiet and courteous towards the performer. Any student who speaks, or makes any disrespectful gesture to a colleague during testing, will have their performance test grade lowered by 10 points for each infraction.


2. Students will also be learning about music theory and music history in orchestra class. There will be periodic assignments and tests which will count towards this portion of the grading block.
EXTRA CREDIT or points can be earned as follows:

· Attending approved music events

· Austin Youth Orchestra Member

