Grading System Advanced:




The following is an explanation of the orchestra grading system. There are four major categories:
A. PRACTICE RECORDS – Weekly Test Grade – 40% of overall grade
It is strongly recommended for students to practice every day. Home practice should time should be productive for the student. Encourage students to play for the family.
Students will calculate the number of hours practiced. Minutes are considered fractions of hours. Students will practice a minimum of 15 minutes each day.

15 minutes = .25 / 30 minutes (half hour) = .5 / 45 minutes = .75 / 1 hour = 1 
Students are encouraged to practice an average of 30 minutes each day.

2.5 hours per week will be necessary to maintain a grade of 100%.
2.5+ hours = 100+ / 2 hours = 92 / 1.5 hours = 84 / 1 hour = 76

Extra credit is received for practicing more than 2.5 hours per week.
Students will keep track of their home practice time in their assignment notebook (BDR).

Parents will sign the assignment notebook at the beginning of each week (Sunday).

Practice Records are due on Monday or the first day of the week and must be reported before the following Friday or last day of the week.
B. PREPARATION, AND PARTICIPATION - 15% overall grade
All students will receive 100 points each week for being prepared for class and making their best effort during rehearsals.

Five points will be deducted from Daily Grade for the following: 1. classroom disruptions 2. missing materials (music folder, pencil, BDR)

Ten points will be deducted from Daily Grade for the following: 1. No instrument in class 2. Leaving instrument or music folder at school. 

C. PLAYING TESTS AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS - 40% of overall grade 
1.  The point value of playing and written assignments will be determined by the director with the total not to exceed 103 points.  If a playing test is missed the student must make it up before the end of the six weeks.  Tests can be made up before or after school.
2. All students can earn extra credit or points can be earned as follows: 100 points - Attending approved music events, Tryout/Membership for Youth Orchestra, Tryout/Membership for Region Orchestra





D. MAJOR PERFORMANCES – 15% of overall grade
1. A calendar of performances and/or events for the entire year has been sent home. Performances may have to be added or deleted with sufficient notification by the director.  These performances will then become Major Performances.

2. If a conflict other than illness or extreme emergency occurs, notification and a request for permission to miss the event must be submitted in writing by the parents to the director at least one week in advance of the scheduled performance (to be approved).  

3. Students who are absent because of illness or emergency should make every attempt to notify the director prior to the performance.
4. If a student misses a major performance without prior approval, the final six weeks grade will be lowered (15% of overall grade). Major performance attendance is taken into account because the work that is missed cannot be made up.  Once that performance is missed, it is missed forever.
